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Scenery Base Structure 
 

The scenic base provides two major factors that will help create the scenic  
effect that you wish to create. The first and most important factor is to rough  

in the general shape. The scenic base also provides support for the rock  
castings that will follow. Also, the scenery base will keep plaster from falling  

through to the floor. The base can be built in many different ways, from wadded  
up newspaper to poly foam insulation. I will discuss and demonstrate some of  
these methods and will share my ideals of the pros and cons of each method. 

 

The masking tape and newspaper 
scenic base has been around a  

long time. As the name implies 
that is all that is needed to form 

the scenery base which is the  
major advantage for this type of 
scenery construction. Start by 
running strips of masking tape 
from one point on the layout 

framework or roadbed to another.  
More tape is then added along 

side of the first tape strip across 
the area to be filled in so that they 

are spaced about two to three 
inches apart. The sticky side of 

the tape should be up. Now place 
other strips of tape at right angles 

to the first strips, again with   
……..  Continued …….. 
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Coloring Rock Castings 
 

The coloring of the rock castings will really bring the scenery to life. As I heard in a 
clinic given years ago by Jim Wild and Dwain Esterling, “Nature is not monotone.”  

 
Some people suggest that the scenery base and castings be painted an Earth color  

and then covered with ground foam while it is still wet. Go outside and look around. 
Is all the dirt you see the same color? The trees? The grass? Of course they aren’t.  

The coloring of the rock casting and the gypsolite plaster needs to follow the  
ideal that all things have different colors and shades of the same color.  

 
To accomplish the varied colors I use artist acrylic paints. Acrylic paints have the  
advantage of mixing and cleaning up with water, being nontoxic, and not having 

much odor. The brand of acrylics that I use is Liquitex heavy body paints. There are 
other brands available and I am sure they would be perfectly acceptable, however, I 
have not tried them. Jerry’s Artarama at   www.jerrysartarama.com  has Liquitex  
and several other brands of acrylics as do many basic artist supply stores in most     

major cities (such as Michael’s & Hobby Lobby) as well as all over the Internet.   

This shows basically everything you need to color the rock castings.   
Left to right are the five colors that I use: Burnt Sienna, Yellow Oxide,  
Raw Umber, Burnt Umber, and Raw Sienna. Along with the colors are 

the plastic containers and brushes that I use to mix stains of these colors.  
 

The enlarged photo to the left shows one of the tubes which are  
all about 4” tall. Some say High Viscosity and others Heavy Body  

but either way they are highly concentrated paint that looks like  
……………  Continued …………… 
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Ground Cover and Tree Planting 
 

Because this chapter more so than the ones before are showing the blending  
of colors, more of the photos in it will be in the color section at the rear. 

 
The top photo on C-3 shows how a little ground foam and a few extra touches  

makes a lot of difference to the scene and it does not take long to add. It took me 
 almost more time to take the photo than it did to add the ground foam & turf.  

 
From the picture you can see that I used different colors of ground foam and two  

textures plus a tree. As was stated in the coloring chapter “Nature is not monotone.” 
Scenery is also not smooth and all of one texture. Because of these natural rules  

I use a variety of materials from commercial ground foam to natural rocks  
and plants for ground cover on my layout. I also apply these “natural  

texture clumps” in odd numbers because odd numbers appear more natural. 
 

Some of the natural materials that I use are pictured here.  

In the front on the black plastic from left to right is play sand, dirt and sand from the 
roadside below Windy Point outside of Chama, NM, decomposed granite from just 
east of Steamboat Springs, CO, and broken plaster pieces that were stained with the 

five scenery colors that I use. The back row has a bag of Sweetwater’s “Medium  
Deciduous #202 Armatures” and bags of natural rock material from Arizona Rock 
and Mineral Co. (which can be found at the web site www.rrscenery.com). When I 

travel to an area I model I take along some containers to bring home some samples of 
the rocks and soil to use on the layout. ……..  Continued …………... 
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This is how the area looks after all the ground cover has  
been glued on but before the trees have been planted. 

 
 

The left half of this photo below shows the area we just finished from above. 
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These next 4 images show how a difference in lighting colors, angles,  
and intensities can make dramatic changes in the way a scene is perceived. 

All of the rock work was done with the exact methods described in this book. 
The two on this page have a lower angle of the light which casts  

additional shadows to show off the rockwork better.  
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A Century + 10 of DRGW NG Freight Cars, 1871-1981, 2nd Ed.–  
 R. Sloan    360 pg., 100’s of pics & drawings    MSRP $49.99 
  

Narrow Gauge (2’ & 3’) Quick Pic Books (B&W photos) : 
D&RGW  Davenport Switcher Locomotive #50  34 pg., 29 illus. MSRP $14.99 
D&RGW  C-16  2-8-0 Locomotive #268   66 pg., 132 illus. MSRP $22.99 
D&RGW  K-27  2-8-2 Locomotive #450-464  98 pg., 317 illus. MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  K-28  2-8-2 Locomotive #470-479  98 pg., 368 illus. MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  K-36  2-8-2 Locomotive #480-489  98 pg., 376 illus. MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  K-37  2-8-2 Locomotive #490-499  98 pg., 246 illus. MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  T-12  4-6-0 Locomotive #168 & 169  94 pg., 296 illus. MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  Business Car B-1, 2nd   86 pg., 231 illus.       MSRP $19.99 
D&RGW  Railway Post Office  #60 (2nd ed.)  42 pg., 53 illus.       MSRP $15.99 
D&RGW  Coach 280 & Chili Line Coach 284    46 pg., 76 illus. MSRP $15.99  
D&RG / D&RGW  Class 1 Caboose, 16’ body, 4 wheel, no. D&RG 1-88 54 pg., 104 illus.     MSRP $15.99 
D&RGW  Class 2 Caboose  17’ body, 8 wheel    54 pg., 165 illus.     MSRP $15.99 
D&RGW  Class 3 Caboose  30’ Long, Peaked Roof Caboose (2nd ed.)  0586     50 pg., 80 illus.     MSRP $15.99 
D&RGW  Class 4 Caboose  16’ body, 8 wheel, rebuilt from Class 1 cars  50 pg., 101 illus.     MSRP $16.99 
D&RGW  Class 5 Caboose  30’ Long, Curved Roof Caboose (2nd ed.)  0574    50 pg., 86 illus.     MSRP $15.99 
D&RGW  Class 4r #32-81, 30’ Short Reefers   54 pg., 90 illus. MSRP $17.99 
D&RGW  Class 5r #150-169, 40’ Long Reefers    54 pg., 104 illus. MSRP $17.99 
D&RGW  700-799 Series Drop Bottom Gondolas  70 pg., 115 illus.   MSRP $19.99 
D&RGW  1000-1499 Series High Side Gondolas  50 pg., 105 illus. MSRP $15.99 
D&RGW  1500-1899 Series 10 Stake High Side Gondolas 54 pg., 89 illus. MSRP $15.99 
D&RGW  3000 Series 30’, 25 ton capacity, Boxcars (2nd ed.) 62 pg., 109 illus.     MSRP $17.99 
D&RGW  5500-5849 Series 30’ Stockcars   54 pg., 119 illus. MSRP $17.99 
D&RGW  6200-6219 Series Flat Cars    42 pg., 78 illus. MSRP $15.99  
D&RGW  06299 (hybrid C&S/DRGW Alamosa trash “gon”) 38 pg., 55 illus. MSRP $15.99  
D&RGW  6500-6544 Series, Class 23 Fishbelly Flat Cars 54 pg., 118 illus. MSRP $17.99 
D&RGW  6700-6774 Series, Class 28 Idler Flats (rblt ng stock/box) 50 pg., 127 illus. MSRP $17.99 
D&RGW  Rotary Plow OM, Water cars 0471 & 0472                 110 pg., 372 illus.   MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  Derrick OP with boom tender 06063 & Jordan Spreader OU 82 pg., 164 illus.   MSRP $19.99 
D&RGW  Rotary Plow OY, Water car 0471, Cook Car 053 74 pg., 224 illus.   MSRP $19.99 
Colorado & Southern B-4C Locomotive #60  58 pg., 100 illus. MSRP $19.99 
Colorado & Southern  Baggage-Mail  13   94 pg., 128 illus.    MSRP $24.99 
Colorado & Southern  Coach 76   94 pg., 128 illus.    MSRP $24.99 
Colorado & Southern/Rio Grande Southern Phase 1 Stock Car 58 pg., 95 illus. MSRP $17.99 
Colorado & Southern  Coal Car (Gondola) 4246-4407 wood underframe 50 pg., 102 illus. MSRP $16.99 
East Broad Top Locomotives 14 & 15    72 pg., 200 illus. MSRP $24.99 
East Broad Top Combination Car 14   50 pg., 120 illus. MSRP $16.99 
East Broad Top Combination Car 15   50 pg., 72 illus. MSRP $16.99 
East Broad Top Tank on Flat Car 116   50 pg., 92 illus. MSRP $16.99 
East Broad Top Steel Boxcars 165-169 & 171-184  62 pg., 120 illus. MSRP $17.99 
East Broad Top 810-1074 Series 3 Bay Steel Hoppers  58 pg., 103 illus. MSRP $17.99 
East Broad Top 2 Bay Steel Hoppers (all 3 types)  62 pg., 169 illus. MSRP $17.99 
Florence & Cripple Creek 500-699 series boxcars  66 pg., 122 illus. MSRP $19.99 
Rio Grande Southern  Caboose 0404   (the only RGS long caboose)  50 pg., 169 illus. MSRP $17.99 
Rio Grande Southern  Outfit Car 01789 (same car body as D&RG 4000-4099) 58 pg., 118 illus. MSRP $17.99 
Rio Grande Southern  Locomotive #20   66 pg., 132 illus. MSRP $22.99 
Rio Grande Southern  Locomotive #42 (ex D&RG Class 70N / DRGW C-17) 66 pg., 149 illus. MSRP $22.99 
Rio Grande Southern  Motor (Goose) #1 –Reproduction 50 pg., 84 illus. MSRP $15.99 
Rio Grande Southern  Goose #2 Pierce Arrow Body, 2 truck  72 pg., 208 illus. MSRP $24.99 
Rio Grande Southern  Wayne Bus Body Goose  #5   62 pg., 106 illus. MSRP $22.99 
Rio Grande Southern  Work Goose #6   50 pg., 81 illus. MSRP $15.99 
Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Caboose 553   54 pg., 113 illus. MSRP $17.99 
Silverton Northern Railbus “Casey Jones”    54 pg., 91 illus. MSRP $17.99 
Southern Pacific narrow gauge Combine 1010   62 pg., 94 illus. MSRP $17.99 
Sumpter Valley / W. H. Eccles Lumber Company  Heisler #3  50 pg., 114 illus. MSRP $22.99 
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Sumpter Valley  Caboose 3 (ex-US Army #911 & White Pass # 911-1st)  66 pg., 129 illus. MSRP $17.99 
Sumpter Valley  Locomotives 19 & 20 (ex-White Pass & Yukon 80 & 81)  68 pg., 172 illus. MSRP $22.99 
UTLX Tank Cars Narrow Frame Tank Cars  66 pg., 144 illus. MSRP $19.99 
UTLX Tank Cars Frameless Tank Cars   66 pg., 117 illus. MSRP $19.99 
West Side Lumber Company  Shays  8, 12 & 14 (2nd ed.) 66 pg., 95 illus.     MSRP $19.99 

 

Quick Pic Color Books (all color photos) 
 

D&RGW  General Merchandise Freight #1     46 pg., 147 COLOR illus.  MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  General Merchandise Freight #2   46 pg., 177 COLOR illus.  MSRP $24.99 
Chama Steam 2002               46 pg., 101 COLOR illus.  MSRP $24.99 
Chama Steam 2006               46 pg., 100 COLOR illus.  MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  Consolidation 2-8-0 Locos (C-16, -17, -18, -19   46 pg., 157 COLOR illus.  MSRP $24.99 
D&RGW  Mikado 2-8-2 Locomotives (K-27, -28, -36, -37)  46 pg., 224 COLOR illus.  MSRP $24.99 

 

Two Foot Gauge Pictorial Guide Books (vintage photos) 
 

Historic Maine Hand Tinted (Color) Postcards Vol. 1 circa 1890-1914,  
     (B&SR, KC, National Soldier’s Home-Togus)    49 pg., 91 full color postcards     MSRP $24.99 
Maine 2’ Gauge Forneys Vol. 1, The Early Locomotives  
     106 pg., 156 photos, 15 Drawings MSRP $24.99 
Maine 2’ Gauge Forneys Vol. 2, The Design Comes of Age  
     110 pg., 170 photos, 12 Drawings MSRP $24.99 
Maine 2’ Gauge 2-6-2 Prairie Locomotives 102 pg., 127 photos, 38 Drawing   MSRP $24.99 
Bridgton & Saco River Railroad Freight Car    86 pg., 160 photos, 13 Drawings    MSRP $19.99 
Freight Equipment of the Other Two-Footers 102 pg., 173 photos, 24 Drawings  MSRP $24.99 
Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Railroad Cabooses 70 pg.,   79 photos, 18 Drawings    MSRP $19.99 
Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Railroad Passenger Cars                                  
     100 pg., 124 photos,   7 Drawings  MSRP $24.99 
Work Equipment of the Maine Two-Footers 102 pg., 163 photos, 17 Drawings  MSRP $24.99 
Maine 2’ Gauge Passenger Cars Vol.  2, The Other Roads                                 
     102 pg., 171 photos, 31 Drawings  MSRP $24.99 
Freight Equipment of the Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Railroad                
     98 pg., 156 photos, 19 Drawings    MSRP $24.99 
Along the Sandy River, A Pictorial Journey: Vol. 1  Farmington to Strong     
     106 pg., 235 photos, 10 Drawings  MSRP $24.99 
Along the Sandy River, A Pictorial Journey: Vol. 2  Strong to Bigelow             
      98 pg., 182 photos, 22 Drawings    MSRP $24.99 
Along the Sandy River, A Pictorial Journey: Vol. 3  Phillips                      
     102 pg., 203 photos, 21 Drawings  MSRP $24.99 
Along the Sandy River, A Pictorial Journey: Vol. 4  On to Rangeley            
     110 pg., 187 photos, 22 Drawings  MSRP $24.99 
Bridgton & Saco River, A Pictorial Journey   106 pg., 168 photos, 27 Drawings  MSRP $24.99 
Kennebec Central Railroad & Monson Railroad, A Pictorial Journey             
     98 pg., 159 photos, 20 Drawings    MSRP $24.99 
Wiscasset, Waterville, & Farmington Vol. 1 
     Wiscasset: Seaport of the Two Footers                    98 pg., 168 photos, 7 Illustrations   MSRP $24.99 
  

Quick Pic Books on Maine 2’ Equipment (B&W detail photos) 
 
Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Caboose #553 
     54 pg., 113 photos & Illustrations   MSRP $17.99 
 

Three Foot Gauge Pictorial Guide Books (vintage photos) 
 
Southern Pacific (3’) narrow gauge - Equipment & Facilities 1959-1968             
     74 pg., 114 photos                      MSRP $22.99 
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Mastering Model Railroading - All books about 50 pgs., $19.99 each 
 

 
Vol. 1 Electronics & Animation - Surface Mount LEDs (Cabooses & Structures) by Laurie McLean, MMR 
Vol. 2 Electronics & Animation - Lighting Vehicles using LEDs by Nick Muff, MD 
 
Vol. 1 Towns, Cities, & Structures - Modular Interiors for Urban Structures by Nick Muff, MD 
Vol. 2 Towns, Cities, & Structures - Bridges in Cities by Nick Muff, MD 
 
Vol. 1 Scenery - Plastering Mountain Scenes by Randy Meyer, MMR 
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BHI Publications 
PO Box 247 

Cottleville, MO   63338    
         

http://www.quickpicbooks.com      sales@bhipubs.com 
We accept checks or money orders in US funds and  

PayPal to:   bhipubs@charter.net       
     

Prices subject to change, check website for most up to date info. 
 

• US addresses please add $6 S&H for 1-2 books (except A Century + 10),  
    $8 for 3-4 books (or any order incl. A Century + 10 of DRGW Frt. Cars) 

$12 for 5+ books (or any order incl. A Century + 10 of DRGW Frt. Cars) 
 
 

• International addresses please check our website or e-mail us with your  
list of books for current rates because USPS Rates have  
been changing often and these rates may be out of date. 

 
As of 12-31-2010 the rates were $28 S&H for 1 book and $2 for each addl.  

Any orders incl. A Century + 10... S&H is $40  (PayPal required for all Int’l orders) 
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